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Town Hall Q&A:  Navigating Covid

• Janet Chieh, MD; President, WAEPS (moderator)
• Dan Briceland, MD; AAO Senior Secretary for Advocacy
• Rebecca Dale, MD; Immediate Past President, WAEPS
• David Epley, MD; Public Education Chair, Sec. of WEF & EyePAC
• Rachel Reinhardt, MD; AAO Associate Secretary for State Affairs
• Russ Van Gelder, MD; PhD, Chair, Univ Wash, Past AAO President
• Matthew Weed, MD; WAEPS Trustee
• Aaron Weingeist, MD; WAEPS Legislative Chair
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Housekeeping

The information provided tonight should not be construed as legal 
advice.  In the absence of clarity, our goal is to share information and 
perspectives, but you may need to consult an attorney to further 
interpret any information or viewpoints presented here and how it 
relates to your practice.  In addition, the panelists are voicing their own 
opinions, and do not necessarily represent official viewpoints of either 
the Washington Academy of Eye Physicians & Surgeons or their 
respective practice or institution.
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Format

• The first 40 minutes will be scripted Q & A covering the most 
common questions from our survey of members last week.
• The last 20 minutes will be a moderated Q & A
• Submit your questions using the chat feature on zoom
• Thanks to Dr. Epley, who will be monitoring questions.  We have asked Dr. 

Epley to condense, combine or prioritize questions based on time constraints.
• If you have additional unanswered questions or concerns to share that are 

not addressed, please email them to waeps@waeps.org, and our fearless 
executive Kim Conn will pass them on to the appropriate board member(s).
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Key Indicators – King County

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-
19/data/key-indicators.aspx
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http://waeps.org
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U.W. Inpatient status 6/5
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020
COVID19/DataDashboard
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020
COVID19/DataDashboard
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020
COVID19/DataDashboard
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COVID-19 Testing – Seattle Area

• http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/covid-19/covid-19-testing
• Registration and appointment required
• Can be booked from the website above or by calling (206) 684-2489.

• Two testing sites:
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COVID-19 Testing – Tacoma/Pierce County

• Symptomatic 
testing only
• Appointments 

needed
• 253-722-2161
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http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/covid-19/covid-19-testing
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COVID-19 Testing – Spokane County

• https://srhd.org/covid-19-drive-through-screening-clinic
• Appointments required
• Testing only symptomatic patients
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COVID-19 Testing – Chelan and Douglas Counties

https://www.confluencehealth.org/covid-19_what-you-need-to-know/
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https://srhd.org/covid-19-drive-through-screening-clinic
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https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/apr/15/clark-county-covid-19-
testing-options-expand/

COVID-19 Testing – Clark County
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COVID-19 Testing – Snohomish County

https://www.snohd.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=334
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COVID-19 Testing - Everett

17

COVID-19 Testing – Skagit County

• All Skagit Regional Clinics and the Hospital are testing
• No appointment required
• No referral required
• Testing for all patients

• Island Hospital and Whidbey Health Medical Center also testing for 
all, but appointment required
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COVID-19 Testing – Bellingham/Whatcom
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AAO Recommendations for Patient Visits
• Patients and staff are encouraged to wear masks
• Ophthalmologists are encouraged to wear eye protection
• Slit lamp breath shields are encouraged
• Screening questions and temperature should be done for all patients, 

ideally before they enter the office when possible.
• Waiting areas should be kept as empty as possible, with space 

between clusters of chairs (patient and family member) at least 6 feet 
apart.
• Telehealth services should be used when appropriate and for high risk 

patients.

https://www.aao.org/headline/alert-important-coronavirus-context
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• Rooms and instruments should be disinfected between every patient.
• Follow manufacturer guidelines for the cleaning of delicate 

equipment.
• Acceptable cleaning options include:
• Chlorox products
• Lysol products
• Diluted household bleach (5 Tbsp/Gallon)
• Alcohol solutions 70% or greater
• Full EPA list: 

• https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/
list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19

AAO Recommendations for Patient Visits
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AAO Recommendations for Surgical Centers

• AAO Checklist for surgical centers is here:
• https://www.aao.org/practice-management/article/ophthalmic-asc-

checklist-reopening
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https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/
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ABO MOC

• Part IV Improvement in Medical Practice Credit available for 
documenting changes in practice you’ve made for patient safety 
during the pandemic
• https://abop.org/maintain-certification/improvement-in-medical-

practice/
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PPE Resources

• http://usophthalmic.com/PPE

• Have another source? Put it in the chat!
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http://usophthalmic.com/PPE

